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Pacific Grove native to describe 
teenage busboy days at Hotel Del Monte, 
WWII transition of hotel to Navy command  
 
Event:   “Relive the Magic: Hotel Del Monte” reception and program 
Date/Time:    Thursday, July 24, 2008  5 p.m.-7 p.m. 
Place:   Monterey Maritime & History Museum, Custom House Plaza, Monterey 
 
When Pacific Grove native Paul Trejo first began to work as a teenage busboy at Hotel Del Monte in the 
late 1930’s, the U.S. was just beginning recover from the hardscrabble years of The Great Depression.  
Trejo’s job brought much needed income to help his family through the rough economic times. 
 
On December 7, 1941, Trejo went rabbit-hunting in the coastal dunes near Asilomar.  When he returned 
home, he learned about the attack on Pearl Harbor   He continued to work at Hotel Del Monte but life at 
the resort changed dramatically as the nation mobilized for war.  In February 1943, Trejo saw the 
famous Hotel Del Monte transition from one of the world’s most renowned resorts to a Navy command, 
the Del Monte Pre-Flight School.  Instead of notables and celebrities, this youthful teenager now bused 
tables for hundreds of aviation cadets. He was so inspired by them that he enlisted in the Navy in May 
1944 at the age of 17.  
 
Trejo would later earn a commission and a degree in electrical engineering from the Naval Postgraduate 
School.  He rose to the rank of Captain and returned to his native Pacific Grove following a Navy career 
as an engineer and post-Navy career as a university physics professor. Now he will recount some of his 
personal experiences as a Hotel Del Monte employee during a special reception and program sponsored 
by the Monterey Peninsula Council of the Navy League.  The program, which will take place at the 
Monterey Maritime & History Museum, is open for the general public.  There is a small fee for 
refreshments. 
 
The Navy League reception will begin at 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 24.  Trejo will then team up with 
John Sanders, special collections manager of the Naval Postgraduate School’s Dudley Knox Library, for 
a program starting at 6 p.m. in the Maritime Museum’s auditorium.  Sanders will briefly discuss the 
current exhibition, “Relive the Magic: Hotel Del Monte,” and show rare film footage, including recently 
discovered 1939 color film of the hotel that has been made available by Pebble Beach Company. 
 
Guests may reserve a seat for the program by contacting Lois Layton, Monterey Peninsula Council of 
the Navy League, at 625-5113.   
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